TWO ON A TOWER

'married a native princess according to the rites of the
tribe, and was living very happily with her. He told me he
should never return to England again. He also told me that
having seen this princess just after I had left him, he had been
attracted by her, and had thereupon decided to reside with
her in that country, as being a land which afforded him
greater happiness than he could hope to attain elsewhere.
He asked me to stay with him, instead of going on with my
party, and not reveal his real title to any of them. After
some hesitation I did stay, and was not uncomfortable at first.
But I soon found that Sir Blount drank much harder now
than when I had known him, and that he was at times very
greatly depressed in mind at his position. One morning in
the middle of December last I heard a shot from his dwelling.
His wife rushed frantically past me as I hastened to the spot,
and when I entered I found that he had put an end to him-
self with his revolver. His princess was broken-hearted all
that day. When we had buried him I discovered in his house
a little box directed to his solicitors at Warborne, in England,
and a note for myself, saying that I had better get the first
chance of returning that offered, and requesting me to take
the box with me. It is supposed to contain papers and
articles for friends in England who have deemed him dead
for some time.'

The clerk stopped his reading, and there was a
silence. ' The middle of last December/ she at length
said, in a whisper. * Has the box arrived yet ? '

* Not yet, my lady. We have no further proof of
anything. As soon as the package comes to hand you
shall know of it immediately/

Such was the clerk's mission; and, leaving the
paper with her, he withdrew. The intelligence
amounted to thus much : that, Sir Blount having been
alive till at least six weeks after her marriage with
Swithin St. Cleeve, Swithin St. Cleeve was not her
husband in the eyes of the law; that she would have
to consider how her marriage with the latter might be
instantly repeated, to establish herself legally as that
young man's wife.
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